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Response to Applicants' Amendment and Arguments 

1 . The amendment filed July 19, 2004, has been entered and made of record. 

In response to the amendment, the objection to claim 38 due to informalities, and 
the rejections of claim 34 under 35 U.S.C. § 102 are withdrawn. 

Reasons for Allowance 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Claim 13 requires detecting character regions whose matching degrees are high 
by making comparisons between positions and sizes of the regions. As is apparent 
from various Office Actions, while the prior art of record teaches making comparisons 
between positions of the character regions, it does not teach making a comparison 
between sizes of the regions. Claims 2 and 36 have a similar recitation. Claims 3, 14, 
17, 29 and 37 have a similar recitation, detecting overlapping based in part the 
comparison between positions and sizes of the character regions. Claims 4-1 1 depend 
from claim 2, and claims 30-31 depend from claim 29. 

Claim 15 requires comparing between the number of line image containing only 
character images in the plurality of regions vertically partitioned and the number of such 
line image found in the plurality of regions horizontally partitioned, and judging the 
plurality of regions that hold more line image found to contain only character images as 
a low graphic-ratio region. The prior art of record does not teach or suggest this 
limitation. Claims 16, 32, 33, 34, 35, 38, 39 and 40 recite analogous limitations. Claims 
1 8-28 depend from claim 1 5. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Contact Information 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jon Chang whose telephone number is (703)305-8439. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Amelia Au can be reached on (703)308-6604. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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